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  Legislative Update (Received 5-15-07 from Charlie Briggs, Lobbyist for MAR) 

Final Update: The May 2007 Montana Legislature Special Session is now adjourned “sine die” (the last day). After accepting the Senate amendments to HB 2, the House went out first and the Senate later in the afternoon, as they had to consider some final legislation on tax relief. As it was, they only debated and then approved one bill that reflected the Governor’s one-time $400 per family tax refund proposal. The Senate Taxation Committee thought there were too many problems with the second bill providing tax credit for business equipment. Additional property tax relief was previously sent to the Governor shifting a good share of the fiscal burden for K-12 schools from local government to state funding. Details will follow in the news this evening and tomorrow, including the Republican caucus’ removal of Michael Lange as House majority leader and replacement with Rep. Himmelberger (also R-Billings). 

The provider rate increase for all DPHHS contractors remained at the level introduced last Thursday in HB 2. Regrettably, it means it’s reduced a portion because the increase will be delayed until October 1st, instead of July 1st. The net result is the total rate increase for VR over the biennium will be $344,051 (about $190,000 less than as proposed in the original HB 2 back in January). However, the VR transition counselor position was funded and the VR tuition increases were reinstated. 

I regret the cut to the provider rate increase but the Budget Office saw an across-the-board “savings” applied to all PHHS providers and despite protests to that back on Thursday (I and several other advocates indicated this presented a hardship to providers) that didn’t change in either the final House or Senate version to HB 2. It could have been better, but overall it could have been considerably worse. 

Charlie Briggs 
CWB Consultation 
511 Fifth Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 
PH: 406/449-4075/406.431.9732 (mobile) 
FX: 866.592.1134 
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 Legislative Update (Received 5-13-07 from Charlie Briggs, Lobbyist for MAR) 

Legislative Update: Friday night the House Appropriations Committee passed out HB 2 with many amendments (more than 40). However, because of all the changes it was not ready to be brought to the House floor on Saturday. That presumably will happen Monday morning. 

The good news is that not only were any cuts avoided to human services but actually funding was increased (much presumably with the significant cuts made to the proposed funding for the Department of Revenue). There was, however, no increase to the DPHHS provider rate increase, which was reduced because the start date of the increase had been moved in the Governor’s bill request from July 1 to October 1. 

I have not been able to get a copy of the amended HB 2 online, as over the weekend all bills can’t be accessed (the print version won’t be available until Monday). 

Most other legislation seems to be moving, like the school funding bill. One key bill stalled in House Taxation is HB 5, which is to be the mega-tax savings legislation. The committee chair, Rep. Bob Lake (R-Hamilton), was not part of the coalition of Republicans who met with the Governor’s staff a week ago, and is not happy with pieces of the legislation. If an understanding is not reached Monday morning, it will remain stalled and seemingly jam any effective end to the special session. 

We feared more cuts to services in DPHHS. Thank you for your timely emails and messages to legislators late last week. I am sure they were helpful. The session is now expected to continue to Tuesday but no later than Wednesday. I will keep you posted as events develop. 

Charlie Briggs 
CWB Consultation 
511 Fifth Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 
PH: 406/449-4075/406.431.9732 (mobile) 
FX: 866.592.1134 
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  Legislative Update (Received 5-10-07-07 from Charlie Briggs, Lobbyist for MAR) 

(MAR funding implications highlighted in bold, below) 

Brief Special Session Update: We now have the “HB 2” prepared by the Governor’s Budget Office, which is the main funding bill for the next biennium, prepared for the special session that begins today). I saw a draft early yesterday and the introduced version became available late in the day (please see attached. 

Probably the only hearing on the bill begins in House Appropriations at 1:00 p.m. today. Time is very short, as the “plan” is to have the House act upon it today, pass it to the Senate to act upon it Friday, with a wrap-up Saturday, along with the other legislation – both appropriations and tax relief. 

Funding for community developmental disability services looks fairly similar to what came out of the joint human services appropriations sub-committee back in March. The rebasing fund increase as requested by the Governor is folded into the base. Funding for the waiting list is still at the lower amount of about only $3 million (instead of $11 million requested originally by the Governor. The direct care worker wage increase is there, though it will not start until October 1, instead of July 1, which will mean there is a slight reduction in that funding increase. We are still trying to work through the implications on where the direct care worker entry-level wages will need to be and in what timeframe. Likewise, the provider rate increase for other programs in DPHHS is delayed until October 1st (which will lower that increase from a 2.5 % each year, to about a 1.85% the first year). 

We may need emails, phone messages, etc. from all of you on very short notice. I will get that out to you as soon as I get a sense of where we are. Thank you for your patience – and dedication. 

Charlie Briggs 
CWB Consultation 
511 Fifth Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 
PH: 406/449-4075/406.431.9732 (mobile) 
FX: 866.592.1134 
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  Legislative Update (Received 4-27-07 from Charlie Briggs, Lobbyist for MAR) 

Legislative Status: As you may already know, the 60th regular session of the Montana Legislature has adjourned. 

The rumors were true. HB 2 was brought off the table in House Appropriations when they convened at 11:00 a.m. today. Only two amendments were introduced – to strip the funding increase for the Department of Revenue (which passed, 11-8), and another to strip the funding for all-day kindergarten out of K-12 education funding. The second amendment was being debated when the press suddenly learned the Senate was adjourning sine die (the last day). The committee recessed and we all rushed to television monitors to see that, in fact, happen. 

The statement was they had finished their work and because the Senate Democrats saw no use in going further, given what they perceived an untrustworthy working situation with the House Republicans. The fact that HB 2 was being brought back without any prior notification or discussion was apparently the last straw for Democrats. 

The House convened at 1:00 p.m. then went immediately into caucus. They returned and handled only a few bills, did 3rd reading and adjourned after a few windy speeches. (Oddly enough, because the Senate only recessed last evening, technically the 90th day would not have begun until the House convened today and would have ended not until 1:00 p.m. Saturday.) 

So – where are we? Well, as previously indicated, all legislation not passed is dead and they start the bills all over again. All the work that went into HB 809, 818, 819, and 820 (containing DPHHS) is ended in that form. So is any legislation concerning tax relief, so are long-range building projects, among many others. The supplemental appropriations bill that funds expenses through June thankfully has been signed by the Governor. However, there is no state budget to fund Montana after June 30th. It places a critical dilemma for school districts, for courts and municipal government budget planning – not to mention many local and regional programs that rely on state and federal funding. 

Presumably, the Governor will have one general appropriations bill drafted and I expect hearings will be scheduled. I have heard speculation that the special session will be called by the Governor to begin as early as next Wednesday, though I expect there will be a “cooling off” period of at least a week or more. It is expected the session will run possibly four weeks, and I’m reminded what the Governor did in the previous special session, backing it right up close to Christmas to help get it over quickly. It would not surprise me to see a similar strategy employed, perhaps closer to the end of the fiscal year. 

What will we need to do? The main thing is try and connect with your legislators – both representatives and senators as they return home. Here are some suggestions you may want to consider: (1) Let your legislators know how discouraging has been this regular session, and you hope they find a way to stop posturing for short-term political gain and work together across the aisles for the citizens of Montana. (2) Implore them to support the human services funding that came out of the joint appropriations sub-committee levels – human services has taken a back seat for too long and with the kind of surplus projected, they need to adequately fund them. (3) They need to be reminded to respect the institutions – the legislative, the executive and the judicial structures – created by the Constitution of Montana and one another regardless of party. 

I fear real damage may have been done to the legislative deliberative process in Montana, and many are saying what has happened is a clear example of the result of term limits. That, of course, is another subject, for another day. 

The legislators certainly should step back and reflect on what has happened the past 90 days (four months) and resulted from a very divisive and combative environment. They also need to reconnect with the people they represent. I think being here in Helena one can lose perspective on doing the electors bidding. I think that even if they had passed the budgets today and left with their business done, the process has been very troubling to the citizens of the state. 

I will follow up later this weekend with a regular session status wrap-up. 

Charlie Briggs 
CWB Consultation 
511 Fifth Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 
PH: 406/449-4075/406.431.9732 (mobile) 
FX: 866.592.1134 
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  Legislative Update (Received 4-26-07 from Charlie Briggs, Lobbyist for MAR) 

Legislative Status: The day really began when on the House floor Majority Leader Rep. Michael Lange indicating he had apologized to both the Governor and First Lady, and they agreed it is possible to complete the Legislature’s business by this Friday, and indicated he hoped that if progress was made during the day on reaching agreement as to tax relief the general appropriations bills could likely begin to be considered even this evening. 

However, both chambers of the Legislature adjourned in the last half hour, really little closer to resolving the most critical legislation of the session. 

Here’s where we are: 

Senate amendments to HB 809 (K-12 education funding) has a conference committee that hasn’t met since early in the week. It is dependent on the outcome of 
Senate amendments to HB 678 (shifting a greater share of K-12 education revenue to state general funding, thereby potentially triggering significant local property tax relief). That conference committee met several times today, presumably on bringing back agreement that could then allow the general appropriations bills to be released by the House Speaker for debate; 
Senate amendments to HB 818 (funding for the Legislative Branch) was finally considered this morning, were rejected and conferees were appointed. That conference began meeting late this afternoon but no resolution, as yet. 
Several efforts were made by House Democrats to force consideration of Senate amendments to HB 819 (funding for the Judicial Branch) and HB 820 (funding for the Executive Branch, including DPHHS) – all failed on 49-50 partyline votes (one representative has been out most of the week due to an illness in the family); 
Efforts to bring forth scheduling debate on Senate amendments to HB 830 (all the long-range building funding for the next several years) also failed; and 
Senate amendments to HB 833 – which added fourteen other various measures in order to achieve tax relief and greater revenue collection accountability – also remains essentially tabled and will require a super majority of the House to revive it. 

There are now just over 24 hours left in the regular session of the 60th Montana Legislature. Rep. Lange said there will be “opportunity for discussion” of those bills tomorrow – but not before. The unmistakable message is, until the Democrats agree to approve an “acceptable” version of HB 678 – and keep HB 833 dead – there will be no balanced budget approved and sent to the Governor by the 90th legislative day. If the Republicans keep pushing for at least $300 million in tax relief – most of it permanent – then there will probably need to be some significant cutting to at least parts of the general appropriations bills (though there has been talk of “across the board” cuts to all agencies, as a simple way to find enough reductions to balance the budget). 

The prospects appear ominous. We shall see what tomorrow brings. 

Charlie Briggs 
CWB Consultation 
511 Fifth Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 
PH: 406/449-4075/406.431.9732 (mobile) 
FX: 866.592.1134 
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  Legislative Update (Received 4-23-07 from Charlie Briggs, Lobbyist for MAR) 

Alert: This may be your last chance to influence the outcome of appropriations funding in the 60th Montana Legislature. 

It is virtually certain enormous pressure will be exerted in the next two days to cut the funding presently in the four general appropriations bills – and DPHHS, in HB 820, currently has a significant increase ($17 million) over the Governor’s request. There will be efforts to get the Republican leadership to accept something less than a $400 million cut in taxes (mostly permanent), as well. We have no idea who will yield what funding issues. As you’re aware, it all has to be reconciled with a balanced budget before midnight Friday. 

The one area most at-risk is the nearly $6 million earmarked for direct care worker wages, which was added by the joint appropriations sub-committee, as well as the increased funds for direct care workers in other PHHS divisions. I am fairly confident about the “rebasing” funding increase for community developmental disability services, as the bill reflects the same amount as the Governor’s request ($18 million over the next biennium). We’ve already seen a significant reduction in funds earmarked for the waiting lists upheld. Vocational rehabilitation programs (including extended employment) should be able to sustain the more than 5% provider rate increase over the next biennium, as well. But, again, the direct care worker increase is at risk! 

We urge you to contact your House representative and senator, as well as other legislators you know and let them know: (1) keep the current funding levels for Disability Services in DPHHS, and (2) resist all efforts to accept significant cuts in DPHHS. 

With the same message, you should also contact these key individuals: 

Sen. Mike Cooney (D-Helena), Senate President 
Sen. Carol Williams (D-Missoula), Senate Majority Leader 
Sen. Corey Stapleton (R-Billings), Senate Minority Leader 
Sen. Trudi Schmidt (D-Great Falls), Chair of Senate Finance and Claims 
Sen. John Cobb (R-Augusta), Sub-Committee member 
Sen. Dan Weinberg (D-Whitefish), Sub-Committee member 
Rep. Scott Sales (R-Bozeman), Speaker of the House 
Rep. John Sinrud (R-Bozeman), House Appropriations Chairman 
Rep. Michael Lange (R-Billings), House Majority Leader 
Rep. Art Noonan (D-Butte, House Minority Leader 
Rep. Edith Clark (R-Sweetgrass), Chair of Human Services Appropriations Sub-Committee 
Rep. Penny Morgan (R-Billings), Sub-Committee member 
Rep. Joey Jayne (D-Arlee), Sub-Committee member 
Refer back to previous ways provided you for contacting legislators quickly (email is really the best, as most legislators have their laptops open on their floor desks). Just in case you can’t find it, here below are the steps for quickly contacting legislators: 

Information on Contacting Montana Legislators 

LEAVING A TELEPHONE MESSAGE: 

The phone number for the Legislative Information Office is (406) 444-4800. 

At this number you can leave messages for up to five (5) legislators, and receive information related to the session. Hours of operation are 7:30a.m. to 5p.m. (M-F). 

The TTY (Telephone Device for the Deaf) number is (406) 444-4462 

SENDING E-MAIL MESSAGES: 

If you have received your legislator's e-mail address from the legislator or a credible local source, and know that they check it daily, send your e-mail message directly to their personal email addresses. 

If not, the best way to contact legislators by e-mail is to leave a written message on line by using the web form found at http://leg.mt.gov/css/sessions/60th/default.asp. Look for the text below, and click on the phrase “Legislative Branch online message form.” Send a message to your Legislator by using the Legislative Branch online message form. 

FAXING A NOTE OR LETTER: 

House of Representatives - (406) 444-4825 
Senate - (406) 444-4875 

(It is too late to MAIL A NOTE OR LETTER to legislators) 

Please act within the next 24 hours. Thanks in advance for your good efforts. They really all do make a difference! 

Charlie Briggs 
CWB Consultation 
511 Fifth Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 
PH: 406/449-4075/406.431.9732 (mobile) 
FX: 866.592.1134 
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  Legislative Update (Received 4-20-07 from Charlie Briggs, Lobbyist for MAR) 

Legislative Update: I just want to give a brief interpretation of what I see going on currently at the Legislature. 

On the surface, there appears to be very little happening in legislative appropriations deliberations. However, there are somewhat private discussions involving leadership between the House and Senate, as well as the Governor’s Office. 

What is affecting progress is the necessity (certainly within the next week) of getting a handle on the balance between anticipated revenue and expenditures for the coming biennium. As I mentioned earlier in the week, revenue is affected by how much of tax relief is going to be provided. While some in the Republican leadership still talk about wanting to achieve more than $300 million in tax breaks – much of that permanent – others realize there will need to be compromise. The Governor has proposed a $100 million one-time tax rebate (the $400 per household). Another agenda (most vocally urged by House Majority Leader Michael Lange) is to shift more of the cost of K-12 education to the state, using a large portion of the projected surplus, to reduce local property taxes. School funding is no simple matter, and it’s problematic when citizen legislators try to assert somewhat simplistic policy (and funding) decisions. 

I certainly don’t know how this will all play out. I do know that the state general and special funding included in the four general appropriations bills – House Bill 809, 818, 819, and 820 – added with the tax breaks and credits, now folded into the new mega-bill, HB 833, as well as the long-range building projects in HB 830, is significantly higher than not only the Governor’s request but also than the projected surplus. It is certain that by April 27th all these pieces either gets balanced (probably a blend of cuts to appropriations and fewer tax breaks), or the Governor will wield his authority of the line-item (or “amendatory”) veto on these measures. 

This is the best explanation I have for why only one of the general appropriations measures (HB 809) – the K-12 funding for the Office of Public Instruction – has now appointed conferees for a conference to reconcile the significant differences. Hence, the primary general appropriations bill is HB 820, which funds most of the executive branch, including DPHHS. 

I expect there are also other issues needing to be negotiated and resolved, which may be further delaying progress. As soon as I learn of more significant developments I will pass them on. You may still need to remind your legislators that we need to keep the funding levels that are now in HB 820. At a minimum, these should be sustained. 

Charlie Briggs 
CWB Consultation 
511 Fifth Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 
PH: 406/449-4075/406.431.9732 (mobile) 
FX: 866.592.1134 
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  Legislative Update (Received 4-17-07 from Charlie Briggs, Lobbyist for MAR)

Appropriations Update: HB 820 passed the Senate Monday and should be received in the House today. Next, the House members have to vote to accept the Senate amendments to the bill which originated in the House. When they don’t accept the amendments it necessitates referring the bill to a joint conference committee, comprised of three senators (two Democrats, one Republican) and three representatives (two Republicans and presumably one Democrat). This will most likely happen for all four general appropriations measures – HB 809, 818, 819, and 820. I have heard that to keep the funding issues straight both chambers may appoint the same conference team for all four bills but we will see. Likewise, the Governor has put the Legislature on notice that he may apply selective, amendatatory vetoes to parts of the general appropriations bills. We will have to watch that closely. 

HB 820 in its present form is certainly the best funding that vocational rehabilitation providers can expect from this 60th Montana Legislature. The Senate vote was bipartisan, and I encourage you to contact senators you know or who represent you and thank them for their vote. Here are those who voted in favor of the bill (I have put in bold the Republicans): 

Bill: HB 820 Date: 4/16/2007 Time: 3:58:28 PM 
Vote Sequence Number: 1258 
Motion: 3RD-DO/CONCUR/AMD 

Yeas: Cobb, Cocchiarella, Elliott, Gallus, Gillan, Hansen, Harrington, Hawks, Jent, Juneau, Kaufmann, Kitzenberg, Laible, Larson, Laslovich, Lewis, Lind, Moss, Murphy, Pease, Ryan, Schmidt, Smith, Squires, J.Tropila, M.Tropila, Wanzenried, Weinberg, Williams, Mr. President (Cooney). 
Total 30 

Nays: Bales, Balyeat, Barkus, Black, Brown, Brueggeman, Curtiss, Esp, Essmann, Gebhardt, Jackson, McGee, O'Neil, Perry, Peterson, Shockley, Stapleton, Steinbeisser, Story, Tash. 
Total 20 

On the 2nd reading debate last Friday Rick Laible (R-Darby) stood up and spoke in favor of the bill, why he thought it was the best they could accomplish at this time. Yesterday, it first looked like two additional Republicans were voting in favor of HB 820 on 3rd reading but then the votes were corrected, as indicated. I had hoped for more. 

Note that the tax relief package was unfurled yesterday in Senate Taxation, when the Chairman, Jim Elliott (D-Trout Creek), revealed his amendments to HB 833 (which he asked to be received and referred to his committee on Saturday). As I expect you saw on the news, it added parts of 14 other bills, making it the vehicle by which major tax relief will probably be accomplished in this session. It will have to pass 2nd reading today and 3rd Wednesday (82nd legislative day) in order to make the deadline for transmittal back to the House of amendments to revenue bills. It contains the Governor’s $400-per-household tax refund among others and adds up to about $180 million in relief for the next biennium. Remember that the Republican leadership wanted closer to $400 million. 

I will let you know the next steps once I learn what they are. That’s all for now. 

Charlie Briggs 
CWB Consultation 
511 Fifth Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 
PH: 406/449-4075/406.431.9732 (mobile) 
FX: 866.592.1134 
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  Legislative Update (Received 4-16-07 from Charlie Briggs, Lobbyist for MAR)

Monday is the 80th legislative day – and ten days to go in the “regular” session. This past week, the Senate debated the following bills on second reading: 

v HB 818, which is biennial funding for the Legislative Branch; 
v HB 819, biennial funding for the Judicial Branch; 
v HB 820, biennial funding for the Executive Branch (including funding for DPHHS); and 
v HB 809, biennial funding for K-12 Education (OPI). 

On Wednesday, the 11th, the Senate debated and passed in a fairly reasonable time HB 818 and 819, and then introduced 820, which is truly the “big bill”. 

They continued debating various parts and offering amendments to the bill through Friday morning, the 13th. 

When there were no further amendments on Friday, HB 820 passed by a vote of 30-20, a solid margin that was bipartisan. For human services alone, there is more than $165 million general fund increase over the current level, most of which is matched with federal Medicaid dollars. HB 809 passed later on Friday (33-17), which includes funding for all-day kindergarten (though another bill, HB 417 carries the policy direction for the kindergarten portion of OPI and has yet to pass back from the House). 

These four bills constitute some $3.3 billion in state general fund, whereas the Governor wanted to hold state general funding for the next biennium around $1.8 billion. Also, as mentioned previously, a key sticking point in the session’s final days is what to do about the Republican’s demand for permanent property tax relief. The Governor’s proposal would provide a one-time rebate of $100 million, while the Republicans want permanent cut of $400 million. That’s quite a difference, especially since the funding of K-12 education, still deemed inadequate by many, could take the state back to the court. 

Saturday afternoon, Jim Elliott (D-Trout Creek), chair of Senate Taxation, laid out a plan to believe $150 million in property tax relief, including some for renters, as sought by House Majority Leader Michael Lange (R-Billings). 

The third reading votes on HB 820 and 809 have been delayed until Monday, after which all four general appropriations measure are sent to the House to see if they will accept the Senate amendments (very substantial ones). As that is highly unlikely, the next step will be for each chamber to appoint “conferees” for the four conferences to resolve differences. It is in the conference decisions that we will likely begin to see the end-game for resolving differences between House Republicans and Senate Democrats over spending and tax relief. 

Current status of other bills: 

· HB 57 (Franklin) – this one requires foster parent liability insurance. It has been transmitted to the Governor and is now being assigned its chapter placement in the Montana statutes . 
· HB 204 (Kasten) – This bill, imposing state spending limits similar to what was proposed in the constitutional initiative, CI-97. It was heard on the 2nd in Senate Finance and remains tabled. 
· HB 437 (Gallik) – This bill requires dispute resolution in all DPHHS contracts with private providers, was heard in Senate Public Health last Friday, the 16th. It has been transmitted to the Governor and awaits chapter assignment. 
· HB 514 (Caferro) – The bill, prohibiting sexual contact between staff and residents of mental health and other community residential facilities and programs, has passed the Senate and awaits enrollment before being transmitted to the Governor. 
· HB 683 (Reinhart) – The bill, revising guardianship laws, passed the Senate with amendments and has been returned from enrolling. 
· HB 742 (Raser) – This will revise state statutes regarding allowing testimony of disabled persons in cases of abuse and neglect. It has been signed by the Senate President. 
· HB 746 (Erickson) – This bill would allow tax credit for capital construction donations to non-profit, tax-exempt organizations. It compliments SB 150. Both bills can be valuable to non-profit service provider organizations. 

The measure was heard in Senate Taxation this past week (I testified in support) and is still awaiting action by the committee. 

· SB 20 (Shockley) – This bill clarifies authority for a temporary conservatorship of “protected persons” both children and adults. It has been assigned chapter number. 
· SB 96 (Williams) – This bill revises the voter initiative process, preventing out-of-state paid petitioners, among other changes. It is jointly supported by both Attorney General Mike McGrath (Democrat) and Secretary of State Brad Johnson (Republican). It has been sent to conference committee to reconcile differences. 
· SB 140 (Weinberg) – The bill expands the insurance pool approved in a previous session for small private businesses and their employees. It remains tabled in House Business and Labor. 
· SB 150 (Gillan) – This renews another six years the endowment state tax credit for contributions to non-profit organizations for endowments (see HB 746 above). The bill has been transmitted to the Governor. 
· SB 160 (Schmidt) – The intent would allow the use of unallocated State TransADE transit funds, designated for elderly and disabled citizens, as matching funds for Montana’s general public (“5311”) transportation systems. The Montana Transportation Partnership wanted it amended to ensure the federal funds it generates will be targeted only to serve elderly and disabled citizens, but that did not happen. It has been transmitted to the Governor. 
· SB 206, 315 (Cobb) – Two significant pieces of legislation. The first would require DPHHS to study over the next two years, including a pilot, the feasibility and costs of providing health insurance to direct care workers caring for children and adults in the community service system, mainly involving personal care attendants (PCAs). The second provides incentives for school loan forgiveness to college students who work in direct care involving health and other human services. SB 206 had a good hearing in House Appropriations but no committee action, and SB 315 remains tabled in House Education. 
· SB 294 (Harrington) – Another bill being tracked, clarifies guardianship responsibilities for agencies and seems worthy of support. It remains tabled in House Judiciary. 

SJ Resolution 7 (Lind) – This joint resolution would require a study how to expand criminal background checks for direct care workers, and identify sources of funding. MACDS testified in support of this interim study. The resolution has been signed by the Senate President and should be transmitted to the Governor. 

That’s the current update reviewing legislative actions the past week. 

Much is just ahead, especially in terms of conference committee schedules and actions. I’ll keep you posted, and you may expect need to send emails or letters on short notice resisting any cuts to funding for disability services. 

Charlie Briggs 
CWB Consultation 
511 Fifth Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 
PH: 406/449-4075/406.431.9732 (mobile) 
FX: 866.592.1134 
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 Legislative Update (Received 4-9-07 from Charlie Briggs, Lobbyist for MAR)

Legislative Action: I think advocates for community vocational rehabilitation and other disability services need to contact your senators. Please forward this on to others in MAR who can also act. 1st, let me provide some background. 

As I reported this past weekend, the four appropriations bills – HB 809, 818, 819 and 820 (which funds DPHHS) – will be debated and acted upon by the full Senate beginning Wednesday, the 11th, and it’s hoped they will complete second reading sometime Friday and then third reading Saturday, the 14th. Note that the general fund dollars earmarked by the Senate Finance and Claims in these bills is projected as $30 million more than what Governor Schweitzer had in his budget request. These appropriation funding amounts have to eventually be balanced between tax-reduction measures (from $100 million recommended by the Governor to some $400 million urged by many Republican leaders), and revenue estimates (threatened to be reduced by House Majority Leader Lange if there aren’t larger tax cuts than what Schweitzer proposes). There are also supplemental funding requirements that need to be approved to cover expenses through June 2007; and there is a general expectation to have about $100 million “rainy day fund” as a cushion for unexpected contingencies. 

In other bills there are probably another $130 million in spending requests. Given the Senate’s current appropriations versions, even if all those other requests are killed that would only leave less than $150 million remaining for tax relief (permanent or one-time). Consequently, there will likely be a number of amendments to reduce the appropriations version that came from Finance and Claims. That’s why we need you to contact your senator or other senators you know and urge them to maintain the funding for community disability services approved by the joint appropriations sub-committee, and also Senate Finance and Claims reflected in HB 820 they will be considering this week. Remind them that this includes the 2.5% provider rate increase, the first funded by the Legislature in five or more years. At this point, this is probably the most we can hope for. 

Again, here’s the best way to contact senators: 

Contact Information for Senate Members: 

Information Office 
For legislative information, or to leave a message for a legislator call: (406)444-4800. 
Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 5p.m. (M-F) 8:00 a.m. to adjournment on Saturday. 

Postal Mail 
Senator 
Montana Senate 
PO Box 200500 
Helena, MT 59620-0500 

Online Message 
Send a message to your Legislator by using the Legislative Branch online message form. (“CTRL” and click) 

Fax 
Senate FAX number: (406) 444-4875. 

Secretary of the Senate: 
Secretary of the Senate, John Mudd 
(406) 444-4801 
jmudd@mt.gov 
Room 302B 

You can also go directly to the Legislative Services website to find specific email addresses of Senate members: 

http://leg.mt.gov/css/senate/default.asp (“CTRL” and click) 

Thanks for your good efforts, and good luck! I’ll keep you posted. 

Charlie Briggs 
CWB Consultation 
511 Fifth Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 
PH: 406/449-4075/406.431.9732 (mobile) 
FX: 866.592.1134 
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  Legislative Update (Received 4-6-07 from Charlie Briggs, Lobbyist for MAR)

Legislative Status Report: This coming Monday, following Easter Sunday, is the 74th legislative day – and the 90th day in the 60th Montana session is Friday, April 27th. It seems there are many deals to be made and sticking points, especially in the coming week. Senate Finance and Claims Committee completed executive action this past Monday on HB 809 (Glaser) – Biennial funding for K-12 Education (OPI). Starting this Wednesday, April 11th, the 76th legislative day, the full Senate debates the committee’s versions of that general appropriations bill, plus the following: 

v HB 818, which is biennial funding for the Legislative Branch; 

v HB 819, biennial funding for the Judicial Branch; and 

v HB 820, biennial funding for the Executive Branch (including funding for DPHHS) 

The Legislative Fiscal Division will finalize preparation of these four bills for second reading by sometime on Tuesday. Then we can better review their contents, though it’s my understanding the funding largely remains at the level recommended by the joint appropriations sub-committee, including (in HB 820) a 2.5% provider rate increase each year of the biennium for all DPHHS contractors. These are scheduled for floor debate from Wednesday, 11th, to Saturday, 14th. 

The big sticking point as we head into the session’s final days is what to do about the Republican’s demand for permanent property tax relief. The Governor’s proposal would provide a one-time rebate of $100 million, while the Republicans want permanent cut of $400 million. That’s quite a difference, especially since the funding of K-12 education, if deemed inadequate, could re-ignite the Quality Education coalition lawsuit. 

Current status of other bills: 

· HB 57 (Franklin) – this one requires foster parent liability insurance. It has been transmitted to the Governor. 

· HB 204 (Kasten) – This bill, imposing state spending limits similar to what was proposed in the constitutional initiative, CI-97. It was heard on the 2nd in Senate Finance and Claims and has been tabled. 

· HB 437 (Gallik) – This bill requires dispute resolution in all DPHHS contracts with private providers, was heard in Senate Public Health last Friday, the 16th. It has been transmitted to the Governor. 

· HB 514 (Caferro) – The bill, prohibiting sexual contact between staff and residents of mental health and other community residential facilities and programs, has passed the Senate and been returned to the House with amendments. 

· HB 683 (Reinhart) – The bill, revising guardianship laws, passed the Senate with amendments and has been returned to the House. 

· HB 742 (Raser) – This will revise state statutes regarding allowing testimony of disabled persons in cases of abuse and neglect. It has passed the Senate and was returned to the House on the 5th. 

· HB 746 (Erickson) – This bill would allow tax credit for capital construction donations to non-profit, tax-exempt organizations. It compliments SB 150. Both bills can be valuable to non-profit service provider organizations. 

The measure had a remarkable turn of events this week. 

You may recall it was tabled by House Appropriations. However, it was amended in committee to give it a two-year sunset, meaning it would have to be reconsidered in two years. It passed the committee the 3rd, but that was the last day for transmittal of revenue bills to the Senate. Rep. Erickson, with the help of Rep. Lange, got the House to suspend the rules for second reading – and it passed – then suspended the rules again for 3rd reading (both usually require 24 hours before floor action) – and it passed, later that same evening and was transmitted to the Senate where it will be scheduled for hearing in Taxation. 

· SB 20 (Shockley) – This bill clarifies authority for a temporary conservatorship of “protected persons” both children and adults. It has been signed by the Governor and been assigned to state statues. 

· SB 96 (Williams) – This bill revises the voter initiative process, preventing out-of-state paid petitioners, among other changes. It is jointly supported by both Attorney General Mike McGrath (Democrat) and Secretary of State Brad Johnson (Republican). It passed the House this past week and was returned to the Senate with amendments. 

· SB 140 (Weinberg) – The bill expands the insurance pool approved in a previous session for small private businesses and their employees. It was tabled in House Business and Labor the 3rd. 

· SB 150 (Gillan) – This renews another six years the endowment state tax credit for contributions to non-profit organizations for endowments (see HB 746 above). The bill has returned from “enrolling” and should be transmitted to the Governor. 

· SB 160 (Schmidt) – The intent would allow the use of unallocated State TransADE transit funds, designated for elderly and disabled citizens, as matching funds for Montana’s general public (“5311”) transportation systems. The Montana Transportation Partnership wanted it amended to ensure the federal funds it generates will be targeted only to serve elderly and disabled citizens, but that did not happen. It also has returned from enrolling and will be transmitted to the Governor. 

· SB 206, 315 (Cobb) – Two significant pieces of legislation. The first would require DPHHS to study over the next two years, including a pilot, the feasibility and costs of providing health insurance to direct care workers caring for children and adults in the community service system, mainly involving personal care attendants (PCAs). The second provides incentives for school loan forgiveness to college students who work in direct care involving health and other human services. SB 206 had a good hearing in House Appropriations the 3rd, but SB 315 was tabled in House Education the same day. 

· SB 294 (Harrington) – Another bill we have not been tracking, clarifies guardianship responsibilities for agencies and seems worthy of support. It remains tabled in House Judiciary. 

SJ Resolution 7 (Lind) – This joint resolution would require a study how to expand criminal background checks for direct care workers, and identify sources of funding. House Judiciary concurred but has not yet been scheduled for second reading. 

The Legislature is on Easter recess until Monday – giving themselves and everyone else a very necessary break from one another. That’s the current update reviewing legislative actions this past, relatively quiet week. 

We’re bracing for an intense week of funding debates just ahead. I’ll keep you posted, and you should expect to be asked to send emails or letters on short notice resisting any cuts to funding for disability services. 



Charlie Briggs 
CWB Consultation 
511 Fifth Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 
PH: 406/449-4075/406.431.9732 (mobile) 
FX: 866.592.1134 
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 Legislative Update (Received 3-31-07 from Charlie Briggs, Lobbyist for MAR) 

Legislative Status Report: The initial information is probably of most interest to MAR members, though some of the other updates may be worth knowing. Please share, as you see fit. 

This coming Monday is the 70th legislative day – then only 20 days remaining in the 60th Montana session. There are still a great many deals to be made and surprises in the offing. As mentioned yesterday, HB 808 (the House leadership’s bill to funding DPHHS) was heard Friday in Senate Finance and Claims Committee, with no proponents or opponents. They have not yet taken executive action on the bill. The committee has mostly completed executive action on the following: 

v HB 818, which is biennial funding for the Legislative Branch; 

v HB 819, biennial funding for the Judicial Branch; and 

v HB 820, biennial funding for the Executive Branch (including funding for DPHHS) 

The one major general appropriations bill scheduled Monday for informational testimony and executive action (amendments) is: 

v HB 809 (Glaser) – Biennial funding for K-12 Education (OPI) 

It is expected that Monday, April 2nd, the committee will complete their work and close the various sections in HB 820, as well as the other bills. That will give the Legislative Fiscal Division time it needs – through the Easter break – to prepare these bills for second reading on the Senate floor, presently scheduled to begin Wednesday, April 11th – the 76th legislative day. The Senate has scheduled three days for debate of those bills. 

When Finance and Claims entered into executive action Saturday on Section B: DPHHS, they considered very few amendments, mostly technical ones. There were, however, a considerable number of amendments that were drafted, including more funding for the DD waiting list. I was told by senators that those will be presented on the Senate floor, instead of in the Finance Committee. For now, the funding largely remains at the level recommended by the joint appropriations sub-committee. 

Current status of other bills: 

· HB 57 (Franklin) – this one requires foster parent liability insurance, and I have been watching and it will probably have value to our developmental disabilities system. It has passed the Senate and been signed by the Senate President and should soon be transmitted to the Governor. 

· HB 64, 154 (Clark); 414 (Reinhart); 162 (Hiner) – as you will recall, all these deal with issues surrounding commitment of people with developmental disabilities, either to an institutional setting, or avoiding an institutional placement, or conditions for commitment to a community setting, and including issues of privacy. 

· HB 64 was transmitted to the Governor. However, the hearing on 154 was postponed, and his scheduled for hearing Monday; and 414 was heard on the 26th - both to be heard in Senate Public Health. 

· HB 162 has been signed by the Govenror. 

· HB 98 (Franklin) – This bill, reducing out-of-home placement of children, passed 3rd reading in the Senate and has been transmitted to the Governor. 

· HB 195 (Lange) – This proposal, extending special education to developmentally disabled youth to age 19, is now scheduled for hearing also on the 2nd in Senate Public Health. 

· HB 204 (Kasten) – This bill, imposing state spending limits similar to what was proposed in the constitutional initiative, CI-97. It is scheduled for hearing on the 2nd in Senate Finance and Claims. 

· HB 394 (Jones) – This is the bill providing dental benefits for uninsured children was tabled in House Appropriations. 

· HB 437 (Gallik) – This bill introduced at the request of MACDS, would require dispute resolution in all DPHHS contracts with private providers, was heard in Senate Public Health last Friday, the 16th. It was passed by the Senate this past week and has been signed by the Senate President. 

· HB 514 (Caferro) – The bill, prohibiting sexual contact between staff and residents of mental health and other community residential facilities and programs, has passed Senate second reading and scheduled for third reading on the 2nd. 

· HB 683 (Reinhart) – The bill, revising guardianship laws, passed the Senate with amendments and has been returned to the House. 

· HB 742 (Raser) – This will revise state statutes regarding allowing testimony of disabled persons in cases of abuse and neglect. There still has been no action by Senate Judiciary yet. 

· HB 746 (Erickson) – This bill would allow tax credit for capital construction donations to non-profit, tax-exempt organizations. It compliments SB 150. It has been tabled by House Appropriations, though I hear there may be a compromise version yet produced. 

· SB 20 (Shockley) – This bill clarifies authority for a temporary conservatorship of “protected persons” both children and adults. It has been signed by the Governor. 

· SB 96 (Williams) – This bill revises the voter initiative process, preventing out-of-state paid petitioners, among other changes. It is jointly supported by both Attorney General Mike McGrath (Democrat) and Secretary of State Brad Johnson (Republican). No action yet by House Judiciary. 

· SB 140 (Weinberg) – The bill expands the insurance pool approved in a previous session for small private businesses and their employees. It will be heard in House Business and Labor on the 3rd. 

· SB 150 (Gillan) – This renews another six years the endowment state tax credit for contributions to non-profit organizations for endowments (see HB 746 above). The bill has passed the House and been returned to the Senate. 

· SB 160 (Schmidt) – The intent would allow the use of unallocated special transit grant funds (federal “5310”), designated for elderly and disabled citizens, as matching funds for Montana’s general public (“5311”) transportation systems. MACDS wants it amended to ensure the federal funds it generates will be targeted only to serve elderly and disabled citizens. However, it passed the House without amendments and has been returned to the Senate. 

· SB 206, 315 (Cobb) – Two significant pieces of legislation, the first would require DPHHS to study over the next two years, including a pilot project, the feasibility and costs of providing health insurance to direct care workers caring for children and adults in the community service system, including personal care attendants. The second provides incentives for school loan forgiveness to college students who work in direct care involving health and other human services. SB 206 is now scheduled for House Appropriations o the 3rd, and SB 315 is awaiting action in House Education. MACDS offered support for both. 

· SB 294 (Harrington) – Another bill we have not been tracking, clarifies guardianship responsibilities for agencies and seems worthy of support. It was tabled by House Judiciary. 

SJ Resolution 7 (Lind) – This joint resolution would require a study how to expand criminal background checks for direct care workers, and identify sources of funding. MACDS testified in support of this interim study. House Judiciary has concurred and it should be scheduled for second. 

That’s the current update reviewing legislative actions this past week, and more updates will follow, particularly as events unfold. 

Charlie Briggs 
CWB Consultation 
511 Fifth Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 
PH: 406/449-4075/406.431.9732 (mobile) 
FX: 866.592.1134 
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  Legislative Update (Received 3-30-07 from Charlie Briggs, Lobbyist for MAR) 

Appropriations Update: Senate Finance and Claims continued to analyze HB 820, which concerns “various executive agencies”, including funding for DPHHS. 

The committee is going through various “sections” of the bill, hearing “informational testimony” and then going into executive action to discuss various amendments to each section. DPHHS is Section-B. The committee was required to conduct a hearing on HB 808, which was presented by Rep. Penny Morgan, standing in for Rep. Clark, still out recovering from surgery. She asked the committee to support the bill by taking the sub-committee levels that are now in 820 and put them in 808. There were no proponents or opponents. They closed the hearing, then invited informational testimony about Section-B of 820. They heard about two hours covering all aspects of human services, including a few about funding for the Disability Services Division, urging at least the sub-committee funding recommendations. Once they closed the hearing this afternoon, they never went into executive action on DPHHS, but went back into previous sections not yet completed, such as Higher Education. 

After they finished considering amendments this evening on the Justice Department, they recessed until Saturday, the 31st, and are expected to move into action on DPHHS and HB 808 following recess of Senate floor action, probably late morning or early afternoon. They are expected to take up the remaining general appropriations bill – HB 809 – concerning K-12 education on Monday. It is expected the Senate floor won’t begin debating the newly amended HB 818, 819, 820 and 809 until a week from this coming Wednesday. 

Please forward as you see fit. I’ll provide a more comprehensive update on this bill and other legislation after Saturday’s actions are completed. 

Charlie Briggs 
CWB Consultation 
511 Fifth Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 
PH: 406/449-4075/406.431.9732 (mobile) 
FX: 866.592.1134 
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 Legislative Update (Received 3-29-07 from Charlie Briggs, Lobbyist for MAR) 
Legislative Alert: We each may have only about one more chance to effectively influence Disability Services funding. 

The Senate Finance and Claims Committee began this morning its hearing and some executive action on HB 820, which now provides funding for most of the executive branch agencies, including DPHHS. The hearing and executive action process for this bill is being spread over four days. Today, in addition to reviewing HB 818 and 819, they reviewed the cultural and educational agencies in the bill. Tomorrow – Thursday, the 29th – they will review “General Government” (such as the Governor’s Office and others), Natural Resources agencies, and hopefully Public Safety and Corrections. 

Friday, the 30th, will hear public comments and review higher education (the university system) and Health and Human Services (DPHHS). They will also conduct a hearing and executive action on HB 808, the earlier DPHHS bill that only cleared the House earlier this week. 

Finance and Claims intends to complete HB 820 Friday evening, so they can devote Saturday for K-12 education, HB 809. They may have to extend into Sunday before wrapping up and sending the final package to the Senate floor as second reading. 

What does this mean for you? You need to contact senators, and email is now the quickest (direct link below). More and more legislators have a laptop with them and they are checking their emails even while on the floor. Generally, folks in human services are saying we support the recommendations of the appropriations sub-committee. You should contact the members of the Senate Finance and Claims committee who live closest to you, and ask for their support. Calls to leave a message can be made to: (406)444-4800, and e-mails to personal e-mail addresses or the Legislative Branch online message form (you may need to right-click on this link and select “Open Hyperlink”). You can also hold your control button (Ctrl) while clicking on this phrase to go directly to the system. 

Specifically, this is your message: Please support the programs and the level of funding for DPHHS currently found in House Bill 820, and especially for the Disability Services Division. Feel free to add any explanation of how key programs and the funding identified help your specific issues. This has become vital, as I can assure you that amendments are being prepared right now designed to make very specific cuts to services, including funding to providers of services. See below for direct email link to committee members. 

SENATE FINANCE & CLAIMS COMMITTEE (again, Hyperlink or CTRL and click): 



Trudi Schmidt, Chair D – Great Falls trudi@in-tch.com 

Keith Bales R – Otter bri@rangeweb.net 

Gregory Barkus R – Kalispell gbarkus@centurytel.net 

John Brueggeman R – Polson repjohn@montana.com 

John Cobb R – Augusta cobbchar@3rivers.net 

Mike Cooney D – Helena cooneyemail@aol.com 

Steve Gallus D – Butte gallus@in-tch.cm 

Kim Hansen D – Harlem hansen_kenneth@email.com 

Bob Hawks D – Bozeman r_hawks@montanadsl.net 

Rick Laible R – Darby ricklaible@aol.com 

Lane Larson D – Billings LLsd22@yahoo.com 

Dave Lewis R – Helena davelewis@aol.com 

Gregory Lind D – Missoula sd50@montana.com 

Corey Stapleton R – Billings coreystapleton@bresnan.net 

Bill Tash R – Dillon billtash@msn.com 

Mitch Tropila D – Great Falls N/A (leave a voice message) 

David Wanzenried D – Missoula daveew@gmail.com 

Dan Weinberg D – Whitefish dan@danweinberg.org 

Carol Williams D – Missoula cwilliams@montanadsl.net 



Feel free to forward this on to others. Thanks for your help, now more than ever! 


Charlie Briggs 
CWB Consultation 
511 Fifth Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 
PH: 406/449-4075/406.431.9732 (mobile) 
FX: 866.592.1134 
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  Legislative Update (Received 3-21-07 from Charlie Briggs, Lobbyist for MAR) 

Update: As you have probably heard, HB 808 was brought up for second reading again Wednesday on the House floor. Rep. Penny Morgan (R-Billings), a member of the joint appropriations sub-committee, took Edith Clark’s place in the role of sponsor. She was a passionate advocate for the funding levels the sub-committee had approved. She said serving two terms on the sub-committee had changed her. Previously, she had been one of a handful of arch-conservatives voting against any increased funding but said she had learned how genuine and substantial are the needs of the people served by DPHHS. 

Penny moved an amendment to restore the funding in 808 to the levels of recommended by the sub-committee. The motion failed, 49-51. Then debate continued on the bill that was amended by the House Appropriations Committee, which was at the funding level requested in the Governor’s Budget for human services. 

The bill was opposed by Roger Koopman (R-Bozeman) who argued it’s time the Legislature to control state spending. I guess he’s one of those arch-conservatives who oppose any increased funding of human services. Oddly, Rep. Art Noonan (D-Butte), House Minority Leader, opposed the bill, as did Rep. Dan Villa (D-Anaconda), and other Democrats. A heated exchanged ensued between Villa, Noonan, Rep. Michael Lange (R-Billings), House Majority Leader, and Rep. John Sinrud (R-Bozeman and Appropriations Chair, among others about questions of constitutionality of the current budgeting process. The bill eventually failed to pass, 44-56. However, the House did reserve the option to bring it back again for second reading. 

It was a very discouraging day. The Senate Finance and Claims Committee begins Friday to hear the seven other general appropriations measures. However, my understanding is they cannot take executive action on any of those measures without having all appropriations under consideration together, as the Montana Constitution requires approval of a total balanced budget. 

More to follow as it unfolds. 

Charlie Briggs 
CWB Consultation 
511 Fifth Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 
PH: 406/449-4075/406.431.9732 (mobile) 
FX: 866.592.1134 
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  Legislative Update (Received 3-21-07 from Charlie Briggs, Lobbyist for MAR) 


Notice: HB 808, the biennial appropriations for human services, will be debated again on the House floor tomorrow – Wednesday – the 21st. You will recall, in this amended version the funding levels are exactly what was originally requested for DPHHS in the Governor’s budget request for the 2009 biennium. 

Meanwhile, the other seven appropriations bills will be heard in Senate Finance and Claims this Friday (the 23rd) and Monday (26th). 

I would not expect the committee to take executive action on them any time soon, however. You may have seen news articles about concerns raised by the Director of the Legislative Fiscal Division about the risks to the budget reconciling process if the bills get separated from one another and not considered as a group. This issue seems more apparent with the human services budget still deadlocked in the House. 

I am expecting to learn sometime tomorrow how the Senate Democrats will approach these separate bills and from that I hope to advise each of you as to specific action needing to be undertaken. 

More in the coming days. 

Charlie Briggs 
CWB Consultation 
511 Fifth Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 
PH: 406/449-4075/406.431.9732 (mobile) 
FX: 866.592.1134 
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    Legislative Update (Received 3-21-07 from Charlie Briggs, Lobbyist for MAR) 

First, I want you to know that House Appropriations has taken action on HB 808, the biennial funding for DPHHS. Late this morning the committee reconvened for executive action, on only 808. An amendment (080814.als) was introduced requested by Chairman Sinrud. Briefly, it simply restores the funding level for DPHHS which was requested in the Governor’s budget (HB 2) in the appropriate lines in HB 808. There was no debate on the amendment. It passed 11-8 (with all Democrats opposing it), then the newly amended version passed without debate, 11-8. 

HB 808 is now referred for second reading on the House floor, probably as early as Wednesday. Whether it will pass in this form is doubtful, as I expect all House Democrats will reflect the same voting pattern and I expect Rick Jore and at least a few Republicans will also oppose it at this funding level (you will recall, five joined Democrats voted against it last week with even less funding than it has now). 

Second, several of you have probably seen today’s G.F. Tribune and the article about certain risks that reside in the current legislative appropriations process. It referenced a recent memorandum sent by Clayton Schenk, Director of the Legislative Fiscal Division, to the leadership of both parties in both chambers of the Legislature. 

I managed to track it down and you will find it attached as an email. I recommend each of you read it, as Clayton emphasizes the risks and challenges of coordinating the state’s budget through eight bills. He states the importance of having the bills move together as a block because of the chance for error, as it’s now more difficult to reconcile and track the various changes, and to ensure they are, in fact, balanced. 

Seven of the appropriations bills have been transmitted to the Senate but, as you know, HB 808, funding for DPHHS, still lags behind in the House with no foreseeable likelihood of passage. However, HB 805, 806, 807 and 809 are all scheduled to be heard in Senate Finance and Claims this Friday, the 23rd. HB 818, 819 and 820 will be heard by the committee next Monday, the 26th. 

I am getting increasingly concerned about the risk of such errors, especially with all the cutting and pasting with myriad amendments. 

I just want you to be aware of these developments and the risks we all face in these separated budgets. I think Montana’s legislative body is moving in uncharted waters. Yes, Montana used to do business with separate appropriations bills – but not suddenly, in the midst of a session that started with one, unified budget, and now at least one of the eight is un-tethered from the others. 

Charlie Briggs 
CWB Consultation 
511 Fifth Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 
PH: 406/449-4075/406.431.9732 (mobile) 
FX: 866.592.1134 
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 Legislative Update (Received 3-20-07 from Charlie Briggs, Lobbyist for MAR) 

Alert: Please note that House Appropriations has taken action on HB 808, the biennial funding for DPHHS. Late this morning the committee reconvened for executive action, on only 808. First, an amendment (080814.als) was introduced requested by Chairman Sinrud. Briefly, it simply restores the funding level for DPHHS which was requested in the Governor’s budget (HB 2) in the appropriate lines in HB 808. There was no debate on the amendment. It passed 11-8 (with all Democrats opposing it), then the newly amended version passed without debate, 11-8. 

HB 808 is now referred for second reading on the House floor, probably as early as Wednesday. Whether it will pass in this form is doubtful, as I expect all House Democrats will reflect the same voting pattern and I expect Rick Jore and at least a few Republicans will also oppose it at this funding level (you will recall, five joined Democrats voted against it last week with even less funding than it has now). 

I will continue to keep you posted on developments as they continue unfolding. 

Charlie Briggs 
CWB Consultation 
511 Fifth Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 
PH: 406/449-4075/406.431.9732 (mobile) 
FX: 866.592.1134 
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 Legislative Update (Received 3-19-07 from Charlie Briggs, Lobbyist for MAR)

Brief House Update: In House floor action today, Saturday, March 17th, HB 808 – the biennial funding for DPHHS – was referred back to House Appropriations, where Rep. Lange, House Majority Leader, said hopefully both sides of the aisle can find common ground, including re-consideration of the Governor’s Budget request. Rep. Noonen, House Minority Leader, accepted that premise and withdrew any objection and the action was therefore approved. It was also announced on the floor that last evening Rep. Edith Clark was admitted to St. Peter’s Hospital for an undisclosed illness. 

HB 808 is expected to be heard in House Appropriations Monday, March 19th, beginning at 9:00 a.m. HB 805, 806, 807, and 809 were approved on third reading and sent to the Senate for consideration. The remaining appropriations bills from what was HB 804 were debated on the floor in second reading this morning – HB 818, 819, and 820 and passed. Third reading on those bills will be Monday, the 19th. 

Charlie Briggs 
CWB Consultation 
511 Fifth Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 
PH: 406/449-4075/406.431.9732 (mobile) 
FX: 866.592.1134 
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  Legislative Update (Received 3-8-07 from Charlie Briggs, Lobbyist for MAR)

Legislative FYI: I just want to give you a brief update on the budgeting process. I sat through most of the House Appropriations hearings – or listened to them via my computer – the last three days in which the six bills that the Republican leadership has substituted for HB 2 were considered: HBs 804, 805, 806, 807, 8080, and 809. It was a grueling, contentious process. I and others who testified Monday on the DPHHS bill did so as “informational” witnesses, neither as opponents or proponents of the individual bill. I was able to point out the bill cut a new, transitional counselor for vocational rehabilitation, it cut the tuition funding increase for vocational rehabilitation clients, and that funding for the waiting list for developmental disability services is two-thirds less than requested by the Governor, among other points. It also cut funding for the Montana Youth Leadership Forum, which was strongly supported by the Governor and the joint sub-committee. 

Last evening the full committee took executive action on two bills: 805, which dealt with natural resource agencies and Commerce, and 808, which funds DPHHS. As presently constituted, HB 808 represents about $40 million less than what was approved by the joint sub-committee. 

Rep. Edith Clark offered only essentially technical amendments last evening, though she has been clear in indicating she intends to get back most of the funding approved by the sub-committee in House floor amendments she will offer next week. However, the Democrats took a firm position to not only oppose each of the bills but any of the amendments offered in committee, as well. They also attempted to bring back HB 2, which failed on a 11-8 party-line vote. I expect it will be much the same next week on the House floor. 

Today the committee should finish executive action on the remaining four bills, including K-12 education (which currently sits at about $100 million less than what was requested by the Governor in HB 2). 

Advocates and interest groups this week have felt tremendous pressure by this contest of wills between Republicans and Democrats while trying to advocate for our respective funding issues. 

Next week’s action on the House floor should be interesting, at the least. 

I will again provide the weekly wrap-up of all bills I’ve been following this coming weekend. 

Charlie Briggs 
CWB Consultation 
511 Fifth Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 
PH: 406/449-4075/406.431.9732 (mobile) 
FX: 866.592.1134 
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  Legislative Update (Received 3-5-07 from Charlie Briggs, Lobbyist for MAR)

Legislative Status Report: Greetings. Here we are, poised Monday (the 5th) to enter the second half of the 60th Montana Legislature. The transmittal break ends on Monday for the House, and Tuesday for the Senate. 

I expect each of you know that efforts will be made in the next couple weeks to bring HB 2 (the “General Appropriations Act of 2007”) back by a motion on the House floor. However, the rules require a “super majority” to bring a bill tabled in a committee onto the floor for consideration and I expect the effort to fail, though Democrats will make the effort. 

However, by action of the House Republican leadership, we now have the appropriations “six pack” of six separate bills comprised of the components that were contained in HB 2. Our primary concern is with: 

§ HB 808 (Edith Clark) – Biennial funding for DPHHS, scheduled to be heard this Monday, the 5th. Please note: while it was reported the hearing begins at 9:00 a.m., it will follow the hearing for, 

§ HB 805 (Rick Ripley) – Biennial funding for certain natural resource agencies (beginning 9:00 a.m., on the 5th). 

The remaining four bills will be heard Tuesday and Wednesday (6th and 7th). Executive action will be taken each day following their hearing, so final action on the six bills should be completed on Thursday, the 8th, then they move to the House floor where they will be scheduled for hearing. It is there probably more significant efforts will be made to amend those bills. However, it’s likely the most successful efforts to restore cuts made by the six bills will be in the Senate, promised to receive these bills by Saturday, the 17th or before. 

Subsequent efforts on the DPHHS appropriation will: (a) emphasize the rebasing fund increase request that came from DPHHS to the Governor’s budget ($30 million, vs. the Governor and the sub-committee’s approval of $18 million for the biennium); and (b) request the full Governor’s budgeted funds to reduce people from the waiting list for community services ($11.4 million, vs. the sub-committee’s $2.85 million). As you folks know better than anyone, there are serious waiting list needs for developmental disability services. 

You should know that citizens all over the state are sending messages to their individual legislators, as well as members of the House Appropriations Committee, to let them know their frustration with the House leadership breaking the one bill into six separate ones – and especially after six weeks of diligent, methodical work by six joint sub-committees to carefully recommend funding based on informed decisions. Now, to ask the full committee to deliberate on each bill after one 3-4 hour hearing, seems almost a mockery of the legislative process. Several advocates have told me their human service interest groups are letting Republicans they know how this seemingly radical process – instituted after a third of the session is completed – is hurting the party in standing with the general electorate. 

Here are links to members of the full Appropriations Committee (either right click on a name, then select “open hyperlink”, or hit “Ctrl” and follow the link that way): 

John Sinrud, Eve Franklin, Janna Taylor, Bill Beck, Tim Callahan, Edith Clark, Bill E Glaser, Ray Hawk, Cynthia Hiner, Joey Jayne, Dave Kasten, Bill McChesney, Penny Morgan, John L Musgrove, Rick Ripley, Jon C Sesso, Jack Wells, Craig Witte, Galen Hollenbaugh GALEN@HOLLENBAUGH.ORG 

Again, you can also access the members through the more traditional means: 

Contact Information for House Members: 

Information Office 
To leave a message for a legislator call: (406)444-4800. 
Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (M-F) 8:00 a.m. to adjournment on Saturday. 

Postal Mail 
Representative (by name) 
Montana House of Representatives 
PO Box 200400 
Helena, MT 59620-0400 

Online Message 
Send a message to your Legislator by using the Legislative Branch online message form. (again right click and select “open hyperlink”) 

Fax 
House FAX number: (406) 444-4825. 

Other Bills for consideration: 

· HB 64, 154 (Clark); 414 (Reinhart); 162 (Hiner) – as you will recall, all these deal with issues surrounding commitment of people with developmental disabilities, either to an institutional setting, or avoiding an institutional placement, or conditions for commitment to a community setting, and including issues of privacy. HB 64, 154 and 414 have been transmitted to the Senate and await hearing in Senate Public Health, Welfare. HB 162 has passed the House and been transmitted to the Senate where it has a hearing scheduled in the Judiciary Committee, the 7th 

· HB 68 (Kaufmann) – This bill, increasing registration for non-profit organizations, failed to make transmittal. 

· HB 98 (Franklin) – This bill, reducing out-of-home placement of children, now awaits hearing in the Senate. 

· HB 195 (Lange) – This proposal, extending special education to developmentally disabled youth to age 19, will now be schedule for a hearing in House Appropriations. 

· HB 204 (Kasten) – This bill, imposing state spending limits similar to what was proposed in the constitutional initiative, CI-97, was transmitted to the Senate and will be scheduled for hearing after transmittal. 

· HB 437 (Gallik) – This bill introduced at the request of MACDS, would require dispute resolution in all DPHHS contracts with private providers, passed the House and will be heard by Senate Public Health, Welfare and Safety Committee after transmittal. 

· HB 514 (Caferro) – The bill, prohibiting sexual contact between staff and residents of mental health and other community residential facilities and programs, passed the House and now awaits hearing in the Senate. 

· HB 683 (Reinhart) – The bill, revising guardianship laws, passed the House and has been transmitted to the Senate. 

· HB 742 (Raser) – This will revise state statutes regarding allowing testimony of disabled persons in cases of abuse and neglect. It passed last week out of the House without opposition and has been transmitted to the Senate. 

· HB 746 (Erickson) – This bill would allow tax credit for capital construction donations to non-profit, tax-exempt organizations. It compliments SB 150. It was tabled by House Taxation and is presumed dead. However, there will be efforts to have it reconsidered. 

· SB 96 (Williams) – This bill will generally revise (and could strengthen) the voter initiative process, preventing out-of-state paid petitioners, among other changes. It is jointly supported by both Attorney General Mike McGrath (Democrat) and Secretary of State Brad Johnson (Republican). It was approved by the committee and the full Senate this past week, and transmitted to the House yesterday, the 24th. MACDS offered support of this measure. 

· SB 20 (Shockley) – We have not tracked this bill previously but now needs attention, as it clarifies authority for a temporary conservatorship of “protected persons” both children and adults. It has passed the Senate and will be heard in House Judiciary on the 7th. 

· SB 96 (Williams) – This bill generally revises the initiative and referendum process. MACDS has supported this measure and it has been transmitted to the House 

· SB 140 (Weinberg) – The bill expands the insurance pool approved in a previous session for small private businesses and their employees. It has been transmitted to the House. 

· SB 150 (Gillan) – This renews another six years the endowment state tax credit for contributions to non-profit organizations for endowments (see HB 746 above). MACDS supported this bill, which awaits a hearing now that transmittal has passed. 

· SB 160 (Schmidt) – The intent would allow the use of undesignated special transit funds (designated for elderly and disabled) to be used as matching funds for Montana’s transportation systems. MACDS wants it amended to ensure the federal funds it generates will be targeted only to serve elderly and disabled citizens. Transmitted to the House, efforts to amend it will be redoubled. 

· SB 206, 315 (Cobb) – Two exciting bills, the first would require DPHHS to study over the next two years, including a pilot project, the feasibility and costs of providing health insurance to direct care workers caring for children and adults in the community service system, including personal care attendants. The second provides incentives for school loan forgiveness to college students who work in direct care involving health and other human services. Both await hearings in the House. 

· SB 292 (Ryan) – This would require “stop” signal arms on local buses and minivans, including those used by programs for people with disabilities and older adults, and would require retrofitting existing vehicles. The bill failed to make transmittal. 

· SB 294 (Harrington) – Another bill we have not been tracking, clarifies guardianship responsibilities for agencies and seems worthy of support. It passed the Senate without opposition and was transmitted to the House. 

SB 394 (Squires) – This bill came at the request of some disability advocates who are interested in promoting more self-directed care services. It had a large fiscal note, increasing costs to the state. It failed to make transmittal. 
SJ Resolution 7 (Lind) – This joint resolution would require a study how to expand criminal background checks for direct care workers, and identify sources of funding. MACDS testified in support of this interim study. The resolution was transmitted to the House. 

That’s the update for this past week and the transmittal deadline. Beginning Monday, he Legislature enters the remaining 45 days and there is much, much work remaining, as well as many challenges. 

Charlie Briggs 
CWB Consultation 
511 Fifth Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 
PH: 406/449-4075/406.431.9732 (mobile) 
FX: 866.592.1134 
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  Legislative Update (Received 2-13-07 from Charlie Briggs, Lobbyist for MAR) 

Legislative Status Report: The HHS Appropriations Sub-Committee has completed its work on the DPHHS Budget, wrapping up all but some fine-tuning of language yesterday and today (they expect to meet no more than 15 minutes on Monday to approve the final wording and narrative that accompanies HB 2). 

You may have seen an article by Mike Dennison in the Lee papers this morning. They did approve the 2.5% provider rate increase – but no more. 
They also did not provide any increase to address the waiting list in extended employment. I shared with Bob yesterday that Penny Morgan told me Wednesday they were not going to increase funding for EE beyond the Governor’s Budget. 

This afternoon I checked with Matt Bugni, DSD Fiscal, and he identifed to me that the 2.5% provider rate increase for extended employment will be $26,000 in FY 08, but it compounds the second year, so it will be $52,000-plus in FY 09. 

As all joint appropriations sub-committees have concluded their work, now that comes to the review of the full House Appropriations, which may begin to scrutinize HB 2 even late next week. We’ll see. 
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  Message from Joe Matthews (Received 2-9-07) 


Dear Friends of Rehab, 

We appreciate your day-to-day support of the VR program, and we’d like to update you on some recent happenings. This update will cover three areas: (1) Legislative Update; (2) Public Hearing Announcement; and (3) Extended Employment Management--Request for Proposals. 

1. Legislative Update 
Vocational Rehabilitation’s budget is moving through the Legislature. The subcommittee finished deliberating on our budget today, and Vocational Rehabilitation ended up with everything that was included in the Governor’s budget: 

(Passed 1/22) PL 10005—DSD Rent for Non-state Facilities This funding request is for rent increases for offices in non-Department of Administration buildings for the Developmental Disabilities and Vocational Rehabilitation programs. The increases are built into the lease agreements for field offices. 

(Passed 1/22) PL 10008—VR Tuition Increases This decision package requests $100,596 of general fund and $371,683 of federal funds over the biennium to provide for a 5% tuition increase each year from FY 2007 through FY2009 for nonstate schools only, and no increase for state schools. The funds, which are a portion of the Vocational Rehabilitation benefits, will offset increases in tuition costs and maintain current level services that assist individuals with disabilities in returning to work. 

(Passed 1/22) NP 10009—Montana Youth Leadership Forum This decision package is a request to support the Montana Youth Leadership Forum (MYLF) for disabled youth, including Indian students on Montana reservations. It is a request for $100,000 in general funds over the biennium. 

(Passed) NP 10018—MTAP New Technologies This request is for a contingency fund in case the federal government requires states to fund video relay and other new technologies for people who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

(Passed 2/8) NP 10026—VR Transition Counselor This decision package is a request for 1.00 FTE, vocational rehabilitation counselor to be located in a local school district who will assist in identifying students and coordinating available services. This request is part of the Initiative to Improve Outcomes for Young Adults with Disabilities. This is a budget request for $107,167 general fund over the biennium. 

(Passed 2/8) NP 10501—Provider Rate Increases This decision package requests increases for provider rates by 2.5% for the biennium. 



The next step for the VR budget is the House Appropriations Committee. 

2. Public Hearing 
The Vocational Rehabilitation and Independent Living Programs will hold a public hearing on March 28, 2007 at 3:00. This is just one of many methods the programs use to collect ideas for improvement. The hearing will be held at 8 MetNet (video conferencing) sites across Montana, and we will send more detailed information out the week of March 4. This year, we have come up with some questions that people may wish to speak to. These include for VR: 

How can we make Montanans more aware of VR services? 
How can VR help consumers get more high quality jobs? 
How can VR provide better services to consumers? 
How can VR better serve students as they prepare for the world of work? 


For independent living, the questions include: 

How can we better serve unserved and underserved populations? 
Should Independent Living develop a new center in eastern Montana or should it focus on development of new branch offices? 
What goals should we have regarding delivery of the core independent living services? 
How can Independent Living address advocacy issues related to Medicaid, transportation, and funding? 


Of course, all comments relating to the Vocational Rehabilitation and Independent Living programs are welcome. Please let us know if you plan to attend the hearing and need an interpreter. 

We also welcome written comments—please send them to Barbara Varnum, Montana Vocational Rehabilitation, PO Box 4210, Helena, MT 59604. She will make sure both the Independent Living and the Vocational Rehabilitation comments are directed to the correct spot. 



3. Employment Management--Request for Proposals 
Vocational Rehabilitation will conduct a Request for Proposals (RFP) in the next couple months for the management of the Extended Employment program. The Extended Employment (EE) program is for individuals with the most significant disabilities who require long-term support. This program makes long-term support services available to individuals as they work in either a sheltered or community-based employment setting. Extended Employment providers are not eligible for the management contract. For more information on this RFP, contact Barbara Varnum, Montana Vocational Rehabilitation, at 406-444-3833. 

Thank you again for your continued support for programs for people with disabilities. 

Joe Mathews, Administrator 
Disability Services Division 
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  Legislative Update (Received 1-31-07 from Charlie Briggs, Lobbyist for MAR)

All decisions concerning the 2.5% cost-of-living increase for all providers with DPHHS – as well as MAR’s request to expand that to 6% for extended employment contractors – as well as any expansions for waiting lists (EE, DD, SLTC, AMDD, etc.) are being postponed until after the HHS Appropriations Sub-Committee completes their overview of all divisions. The committee has decided to move up its timeline. Originally, the were scheduled to complete their work on Feb. 19th. Now, they will adjourn as a joint sub-committee on the 9th. So, they’ve shaved off 10 days. They will complete executive action on the Quality Assurance Division Feb. 6th. That leaves them that Wednesday through Friday (7,8,9) to conduct executive action on everything else – most of which are big-priced items. But, they have thrown MAR’s priorities into that stew. So far, I am told the Governor’s budget request looks pretty good but it is unlikely to add anything above that. I will continue talking with individual committee members to see if I can get any movement from one or more committee members. 
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  Legislative Update (Received 12-29-06)

Please note: As you are likely aware, the public hearing on the Disability Services Division budget will be Thursday, January 18th, beginning at 9:00 a.m. in the Health and Human Services Appropriations Sub-Committee. That is three weeks from yesterday. I am trying to secure a larger room than the regular committee meeting room. 

The division overview will be provided by agency staff on the 17th. The next morning VR, MTAP, and other vocational programs will start off at 9:00. However, time is limited probably to not much more than one hour, so we need to work together and make the most effective use of our time for testimony. I don’t think we can afford a presentation from one extended employment team – client, job coach, employer. I want you all to consider whether more than one team be present and simply be acknowledge, or not. If you agree having only one team, then choosing the team is the next step. However, all this should be decided by sometime next week. 

Please give it some thought, as well as how best to integrate the association’s testimony in the midst of the others. I have been asked by the division to serve as sort of M.C. for all the testimony in that timeframe. I will be doing the same for the DD testimony that follows. The hearing will end at Noon, if not before. 

Bob and I have visited about these issues and discussed some strategies. He has offered to forward this message on to others. I look forward to Bob getting back to me with suggestions or questions, and also if some of you want to huddle prior to the public hearing, either early that morning or perhaps the evening before. 

Best wishes for the new year ahead. 


Charlie Briggs 
CWB Consultation 
511 Fifth Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 
PH: 406/449-4075/406.431.9732 (mobile) 
FX: 866.592.1134 
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  Legislative Update (Received 12-14-06)

Please note: Now that the House leadership has completed assigning committee members, below are the pdf files of the final House and Senate Committee lists. Please note the make-up and balance, particularly of the appropriations sub-committees, which we must consider in preparing our strategy and approach of working with them. 

