MONTANA ASSOCIATION FOR REHABILITATION

State Board Meeting Minutes

Sacajawea Inn, Three Forks, MT

July 13, 2006
Call to Order:  11:30AM by President, Mark Mahnke
Board Members Present:  Anna Tschida, Mark Mahnke, Tammy Hogan, Bob Snizek, Maria Winslow, Maggie Carlson, Lynne Austin, Robert Nicholls, Jerry Zook,  Rhonda Shumway, Mark Cumming, Barb Schiedermayer, Barbara Cole, Brigitte Winfield, Gregg Hafner 
Presentation by Lobbyist, Charlie Briggs: Charlie Briggs discussed legislative issues.  He noted that in the last legislative session, we received an increase of $420,000 in extended employment funding.  Although, there was a focus on extended employment, he also corresponded with MAR members to make sure everyone was aware of other issues that might affect us.  Charlie has been communicating with Disabilities Division Administrator, Joe Mathews as they work through the executive planning process. Charlie sees his role as that of a monitor in the upcoming session to make sure that we maintain the gains that were made in the last session. He wants to educate legislators on how the funding that was provided in the last session has been used and make sure the base stays in the governor’s budget.   Charlie was asked to give his opinion on seeking additional funding for extended employment.  He explained that additional funding is not a part of the Governor’s Budget at this time, so a legislator would need to carry it as a new bill.  He felt this would be an uphill battle.  The group had some questions about whether data shows that we were successful in using all of the extended employment funding and moving people off of waiting lists.  Charlie also let us know that he will be fighting against CI-97 if it is put on the ballot.

Charlie noted that he will be available this fall to work with members in preparation for the 2007 session.  He can help orchestrate effective presentations and answer questions. Mark Mahnke discussed the importance of working with local legislators and continuing with activities that were successful in the past such as factoids and letter writing/e-mailing campaigns.  Bob Snizek mentioned that legislative information will be available on the MAR website.  Charlie proposed that his fee for the upcoming session could remain the same as his fee in 2005.  
Minutes: The minutes from the April 13, 2006 board meeting were reviewed and a motion was made to accept the minutes as written.  It was seconded and carried. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Mark Cumming provided the following reports: 2006 MAR Budget/Expense Report, MAR Income & Expenses Report for January 1, 2006-June 30, 2006 and MAR Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements for 6 months ending June 30, 2006.  The group spent some time reviewing the budget.  It was noted that the website budget was exceeded on a one time basis. Bob Snizek is not sure whether the annual expenses for the website will remain the same.  Mark explained that our account balance is under $25,000 so the bank assessed a $50 maintenance charge for the year.  Mark will call to see if this fee can be waived due to our non-profit status.  We currently have $10,955.67 in a money market savings account.  There was some discussion about transferring this money into a fund that might generate more interest.  Mark requested that individuals call him if they have suggestions about funds that might be more profitable.  Mark Mahnke will visit with Cheryl Larson as her husband works in finance. A motion was made to accept the Treasurer’s report.  The motion was seconded and carried.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Membership: Mark C. provided the 2005/2006 membership list and the 2004/2005 membership list for those who have yet to renew for 2006.  There are 71 individuals who have not renewed their membership.  Everyone at the meeting was encouraged to work with their local chapter on promoting MAR membership.  Chapter presidents were asked to let Mark C. know if someone on the “yet to renew” list would not be renewing their membership because they changed jobs, moved, etc. It was suggested that registrations could be color coded for new members to make MAR Conference check- in more efficient. 

Newsletter:  Mark Mahnke is working on the Newsletter which should be distributed by e-mail next week.  Mark will provide updated information about the MAR conference and awards.  Other ideas for the next newsletter include a client success story and a training article.
By-Laws:  The MAR Special Request will be included in the Bylaws after a vote from the constituency in October.  Rhonda Shumway will e-mail the special request forms to Anna Tschida to put on the website. 
Scholarship: Gregg Hafner let the group know that he received a letter of appreciation from Alexis Syme, who was awarded a scholarship for the 2006/2007 school year. There is still not a great deal of interest in the scholarships.  
MAR Awards:  Maggie Carlson will be e-mailing chapter presidents to request nominations for MAR Awards.  She will also e-mail the request to Brigitte Winfield, who will forward it to Vocational Rehabilitation staff.  

MAR Conference: Bob Snizek continues to finalize the details of the upcoming MAR Conference. In the April meeting, it was suggested that we invite other rehabilitation professionals from our region to attend the conference.  Brigitte will talk to Human Resource Development Specialists from surrounding states to see if there is any interest.   Bob will be working on the booth rentals during the next few weeks.  Registration information will be sent out in August.  The MAR Chapter presidents will make sure that everyone in their community receives the registration information. 
LOCAL CHAPTER REPORTS

Billings: Anna Tschida is the local chapter president. A recent meeting featured a speaker who provided orthotic/prosthetic information. The group will get together for a picnic later this summer.  
Great Falls: Chapter president, Maria Winslow explained that the Great Falls MAR Chapter continues to have monthly lunch meetings with speakers. Recently, a local MAR member gave a powerful presentation about his life growing up as a Native American in Great Falls.  The group is looking forward to a picnic in August. 
Miles City: Chapter president, Rhonda Shumway, let us know that they are continuing to focus on economic development in Miles City.  Rhonda shared the MAR website with the local MAR members. 

Helena: Maggie Carlson is the president of the Helena MAR Chapter.  The group continues to focus on rebuilding their membership.  They still have money available in their scholarship fund so they are discussing how to distribute the funds.   
Missoula: Alicia Walker is the president of the Missoula chapter.  They have been very involved in an effort to make the transit system easier to access.  They are now looking for a new project to take on.   In May, the group met with Reg Gibbs and discussed extended employment.
Kalispell: The president of the Kalispell chapter, Barb Cole, explained that their group is changing locations.  They are now having monthly lakeside meetings on the dock.

OLD BUSINESS
Lobbyist Fees & Agenda: The group agreed that it might be helpful to have a committee to work on legislative activities between now and October.  It was suggested that Charlie Briggs might be willing to accept a lower fee for his services since the focus may be on maintaining the status quo rather than more time intensive activities that involve securing new funding.  A short list of expectations will need to be developed and shared with Charlie. Some items on this list could be sharing legislative information, keeping MAR members informed, and orchestrating testimony.  Mark will contact Reg Gibbs and have him provide extended employment data from last year during our October meeting.   This information will help us determine whether we should try to seek additional extended employment funding in the upcoming session. Brigitte reminded state employees to be cautious about participating in any legislative activities.  Joe Mathews is willing to present to the group and provide information about what is acceptable.  
Project Ideas for the Board: Rhonda Shumway and Cindy Berg will explore fundraising activities.  Rhonda will put together some ideas and share them with the group. 

Next Meeting:  The general business meeting for all MAR members will be at 11:30 on Wednesday, October 25th in West Yellowstone.   The next MAR Board meeting will be on Friday, October 27th after the MAR Conference.

Meeting adjourned: 2:15 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Tammy Hogan, MAR Secretary

