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Board Meeting Minutes

Helena MT

April 1, 2010
Call to Order:  11:10 by June Hermanson

Meeting minutes from 01/07/10-moved, seconded, accepted

In attendance:  Marcy Roberts, June Hermanson, Cathy Drynan, Brigitte Bellefleur, Mark Mahnke, Brandi Taylor, Jeanne Stone, Brook Hodge, Martha Ripley, Brenda Lee Johnson, Chanda Hermanson.
Treasure’s Report:  Currently the checking account has $2730.65 and the Money Market account has $8393.13.  The budget forms that Brook sent out electronically were moved, seconded, and accepted with the expectation being that line items be added to expenses for fundraising investments and separating deposits on spreadsheet so there is accurate account of how much each fundraising event is making.
June gave Brook the check for the 2009 conference.  A discussion was held regarding where this money would be deposited and it was agreed that this would be deposited into the checking account.  
Fundraising:  There have been several recent events/activities to raise funds for MAR.  This includes:  the sale of World’s Finest Chocolate candy bars, suggested donation of $10 for taking the ‘R’word pledge, and sale of trinkets at St Patrick’s Day celebration in Butte.  It is unclear at this time how much each of those events have made, however that will be calculated.  Additionally, MAR will be present at a nonprofit event in the Missoula’s Southgate mall where chocolate and water will be sold and the ‘R’ word pledge will be out.
Jeanne reports that she has sent out 230 letters to various businesses requesting sponsorship of the conference and that has began to see positive results.  Additionally, Martha has several grant opportunities she has found and plans to get these applications in by the end of the month.

The committee has asked that a member from the Great Falls and Billings communities join this committee as these are two highly populated areas of the state and it would be beneficial to plan events in these cities and have the community involvement.  Brandi volunteered for the Billings community and Brenda will approach the Great Falls chapter with this request.
Newletter:  No members of this committee were present at this meeting.
Awards 2010:  Brandi has formed a committee to assist her in the awards process.  The committee has developed a brochure that can be distributed providing people information and descriptions of the awards and the nomination process.  The deadline for award nomination is September 10, 2010.  Brandi and her committee believe a new award category should be created for new professionals in the field, for example a “Rookie of the Year Award”.  This will be discussed more at the July meeting.  June shared that the Governor’s Council on Disabilities would like to recognize employers about their efforts in hiring people with disabilities.  The Council plans to advertise MAR’s award to accomplish their goal.
Brandi shared her concern regarding who pays for nominees travel, banquet, and hotel costs if they are not affiliated with MAR and not attending the conference.  This topic has been discussed several times over the past year; however no decision has ever been made.  On this date a motion was made to “provide nonaffiliated award winners hotel, banquet, and gas costs (upon receipt of receipt) to accept their awards.”  This motion was moved, seconded, and passed.

Membership:  At this time there are 91 paid MAR members.  Last year the membership totaled at 105 members.  Brook shared a list of members from past years that have not renewed their membership and asked that if the board knew of any of those individuals that they be approached about renewing their membership.

Website:  Whitney continues to update the website as new information is provided to her.  She would like to know what people want on the website.  A twitter and facebook icon were discussed to link directly to our social networking activities.
Conference 2010:  Martha provided a copy of the draft agenda, projections of conference cost with and without John Kemp as a speaker, and venue quotes.  Martha asked the board’s opinion about the expense of having John Kemp speak.  Additionally, Martha presented a venue alternative of having the conference at St Pat’s conference area.  Consensus was that the conference should be held on site of the hotel.  

Martha reports that MAR will be able to bring our own AV equipment at the Holiday Inn.  A list will be compiled of what these needs will be so board members can contribute as they can in saving money in this area.  Cost of interpreters, coffee options, and accessibility concerns were also discussed.
New Business

Review of Police/Procedure Draft document was tabled until the July 2010 meeting.
Every other year conference idea was briefly discussed.  This was a question on the recent survey and the answer to this was shared with the group as were the results to the entire survey.  The percentages for these questions will be available to the public on the website and our social networking sites.  

Laptop/Flash Drives for storing MAR documentation was discussed.  A motion was moved, seconded, and passed approving a purchase of a laptop to begin to electronically archive MAR history/documents.  It was agreed that Marcy will research this purchase and share her findings with the board.  She will use her personal credit card to make the purchase and will be reimbursed by MAR.

Next Meeting:  July 9, 2010 at 10:00, Butte, America.  Specific site is to be determined.
