MONTANA ASSOCIATION OF REHABILITATION
Board Meeting Minutes

Helena, MT

October 17, 2007

Call to Order:  11:15am by Bob Snizek
Board Members Present:  Maggie Carlson, Anna Tschida, Mark Mahnke, Marcy Roberts, Brook Hodge, Wayne Dagel, Brandi Taylor, Gregg Hafner, Maria Winslow, Connie Bauer, Brigitte Winfield, Cindy Berg
Minutes from July 26, 2007 reviewed.  Motion made to accept, was seconded and carried.

Treasurer’s Report:  Brook states there is $8,205.02 in the MAR money market account.  We currently have $302.98 in our checking account.  Bob explains there is good interest accumulating on the money market account.  Mark suggests seeking assistance from Dick Ramous of the Kalispell area to assist MAR in budgeting the accounts as he has experience.  Motion made to accept, was seconded and carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Membership:  Brook presented the current membership list and stated if there were any questions regarding membership status she could be contacted.  Discussion was on handling membership dues every year.  This may require a change in bylaws.
Scholarship: Gregg states that MAR sponsors $1000 through MSU-Billings and that information can be found on the website.  This year it was given to 1 student.  Gregg states the scholarship is open to anyone, however the applicant must be a member of MAR and MSU-Billings is the only college in the state with a program for Rehabilitation and Mental Health.  Gregg states there is usually 3 to 4 applicants per year and most students are active in a field experience.  The Billings VR office currently has 2 student interns.

Website: Anna is currently the MAR webmaster.  She discusses usage stating that September received the most hits (5,600) and July received the least.  Bob suggests looking into using the website to pay for MAR registration and inquires as to whether there is a way to automatically deposit the fee.  Anna states she will check into the set up and cost of this.
Legislative:  Bob explains that MAR was fined $2500 due to a situation with hiring a lobbyist.  Bob stated that the issue has finally been resolved as he had a meeting in Helena which he appealed the fine and it was significantly reduced to $750.  Bob discussed the possibility of changing the policy regarding hiring a lobbyist as possible new business to bring up at future meetings.
LOCAL CHAPTER REPORTS
Billings:  Wayne states the chapter recently had their monthly meeting at MSU-Billings with Dr. Terry Blackwell in which members were able to view the new counseling clinic.  He states that Brandi is working on ideas to get student MAR membership up.

Butte:  There has been no local meeting lately and nothing to report.

Great Falls:  Maria states that the chapter meets every 3rd Thursday of the month and they have guest speakers every month.  She feels the chapter is very active.

Helena:  Maggie states there is a surplus of local chapter funds due to the Fat Tuesday fundraiser they held this year.  They have decided to give all the money away at once and set up awards for organizations.  Five organizations were awarded.

Kalispell:  Marcy states that the chapter holds a monthly meeting every 3rd Monday of the month.  She states they have a continuing fundraiser selling beef jerky for $8 a bag.  They were able to cover the costs of a local client coming to the MAR banquets with the money made.  They have also put together 2 baskets of hotel stay, sweaters and a bunch of “goodies” to be auctioned off at the banquet.
Missoula:  Connie states their chapter is focused on education and mental health.
Miles City:  No one present from the chapter to present.
NEW BUSINESS- Current board member positions open.  Bob Snizek will be stepping down as President and Maggie Carlson will supersede him as President.  The 2nd Vice President position is open for nomination.  Bob suggests starting a past presidents group to assist future vice presidents in planning the yearly conference and other board business.  
Nominations open.  Marcy Roberts nominates June Hermanson for 2nd Vice President.  2 Member-at-Large positions open which involves participation in meetings.  Gregg Hafner nominates Shannon Lopez.  Scott Tanner nominates Kathy Ryan.  Pat Darby nominates Jackie Sullivan with Easter Seals.
Bob discusses the idea of changing the MAR bylaws regarding membership.  Discussion on whether membership should begin September 30th or October 1st of every year.  Bob moves to change the way membership is done and there was discussion of redoing the membership cards.  After much discussion Bob withdrew the motion.
Next Meeting:  To be held with current and new board members Friday October 19 at 12pm.  Meeting Adjourned:  12:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Brandi Taylor
