	

	MAR Business Meeting/Luncheon Minutes
Bozeman
October 26, 2005

Call to Order:  11:40AM by  Barb Schiedermayer

Mark Mahnke welcomed the group and reviewed the conference agenda.  

Minutes: The minutes from the July 14, 2005 board meeting were reviewed. A motion was made to accept the minutes.  The motion was seconded and carried.  

Treasurer’s Report:  Mark Cumming provided the detailed 2005 MAR Budget/Expense Report and MAR Income & Expenses Report for January 1, 2005-September 30, 2005.  Mark mentioned that we incurred additional expenses for the legislative lobbyist and Public Relations activities during the past year.  These are expenses that we don’t have when the Legislature is not in session. Mark also let us know that interest rates have been rising so we should be able to earn more money in our account.  A motion was made to accept the Treasurer’s report.  The motion was seconded and carried.  

Website Development: Bob Snizek presented information about the MAR website that he has been working on.  He let the group know that a company has been hired to complete the website design.  It should be ready to go in approximately 6 weeks.  Bob is working with the company, Z-Creative to be sure that the MAR website is accessible to all members.  The website will be W3C compliant which is even more accessible than the standard “Bobby Approved” level.

Extended Employment:  Reg Gibbs shared some statistics with the group about Extended Employment (EE).  The Legislature provided $210,000 for expansion of EE services.  The waiting list for EE was as low as 96 in September and is currently at 107.  There are 232 people who are active in EE services.  Reg suggested that a further expansion of $300,000 would probably cover the EE costs for most of the people on the waiting list.  He asked the group to consider whether further EE expansion should be promoted during the next legislative session.

Special Request Form: Janet VanDyke shared the MAR Special Request Form that Rhonda Shumway developed for MAR. She explained that the MAR Board would review proposals that met MAR’s stated purpose.  Janet noted that two dispensations of up to $500 each will be allowed during the year (from conference to conference).  MAR will not allocate more that $500 per request and there is a yearly cap of $1000.  

LOCAL CHAPTER REPORTS

Billings: Gregg Hafner, local chapter president, noted that their group meets monthly.  The Billings chapter has speakers who present information about a variety of topics. They will be holding an election for new officers during the upcoming weeks.
 
Butte: Carolyn Sanders explained that their group took the summer off.  They will also be holding an election for new officers in the near future.  The Butte chapter has regular educational presentations.  Leisal Beck recently presented information about Social Security work incentives.

Great Falls:  Maria Winslow, chapter president, shared that no meetings were held during the summer months, but the group enjoyed a summer picnic.  The Great Falls chapter has regular meetings with educational speakers.  There are anywhere from 8 to 20 members present at the monthly meetings.

Kalispell: Barb Cole is the current president.   The group is growing and venturing out with new activities.  They continue to have a regular schedule of speakers as well. The Kalispell chapter asked everyone to participate in their fundraising raffle.

Helena: Bob Jahner gave the Helena chapter update.  The Helena group is busy working on their annual Fat Tuesday Mardi Gras fundraiser. Each year the Helena chapter raises about $1200 for grants that are awarded to individuals with disabilities.
 
Missoula: Diane Savage Connor is the current president of the Missoula chapter.  The Missoula chapter has been working on transportation issues in their community.  They have been meeting with transportation officials to increase service and improve accessibility.

Nominations of MAR Board Members:  Barb Schiedermayer explained that there were three openings on the MAR Board—2nd Vice President and two Board Member at Large positions.  The Board Member at Large terms will run through 2008.   Brandi Tri was nominated for 2nd Vice President.  Nominations for Board Member at Large included Gregg Hafner and Bob Nicholls.  Reg Gibbs declined the nomination at this time.  MAR Members were asked to vote at the registration table. 

Meeting adjourned: 12:35 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Tammy Hogan, MAR Secretary


