
General Board Meeting Minutes
Bozeman
October 28, 2005

Call to Order:  11:50AM by  Mark Mahnke

Present: Barbara Cole, Robert Snizek, Barb Schiedermayer, Diane Savage Connor, Maggie Carlson, Mark Cumming, Mark Mahnke, Tammy Hogan, Jerry Zook, Cindy Berg, Lynne Austin, Bob Nicholls, 
Reg Gibbs, Gregg Hafner, Maria Winslow

MAR Conference Report: Mark Mahnke was thanked for all of his hard work in putting together an excellent conference.  Mark let the group know that he will provide a final tally of the costs at the next Board meeting.  He indicated that 127 people attended the conference which generated about $14,800 in receipts.  The actual expenses of the conference are going to be approximately $16,500. The MAR Conference Budget will be a point of discussion when we review the 2006 budget during out next meeting. 

Extended Employment: Reg Gibbs discussed the Extended Employment (EE) funding situation in more detail with the MAR Board members.  Reg reiterated that $300,000 would probably cover the EE costs for most of the people on the EE waiting list.  He noted that there are now 107 people on the waiting list and there will probably be about 150 on the waiting list by the next legislative session.  There was a question about whether the $210,000 that we recently received from the legislature was a one time allocation or would become a permanent part of the budget.  Reg will check with Bob Jahner and clarify this issue for the Board. Reg noted that if MAR wants to promote additional funding for EE, a letter of support would need to be generated by the MAR president and sent to Bob Jahner.  There was some discussion about whether MAR should  promote EE expansion or focus on cost of living fee increases for Community Rehabilitation Providers (CRP).  It was suggested that perhaps MAR could focus on the EE expansion and let Montana Association of Independent Disability Services (MAIDS) lobby for the cost of living increases.  This issue will be re-visited at our next meeting.

Membership: Mark Cumming reported that there are 147 current members.  Mark provided a list of previous members who have not renewed their membership for 2005 and will “drop off” the next list, along with the list of 2004/2005 members. Mark will add the new members and generate a new list before our next meeting.  He suggested that new members should be covered for the current conference and the upcoming year.  Board members agreed that this should be the case.  There was a short discussion about the benefits of membership which include getting the newsletter, a discount on MAR conference fees, apply for the MSU-B scholarship, the opportunity to hear excellent speakers, the ability to request funding for special projects, and being able to get up to date legislative information.

Newsletter: Mark Mahnke will ask Brigitte Winfield to visit with Denise Wolf about doing the MAR Newsletter.  The newsletter will be emailed to members and also put on the MAR website.  An effort will be made to update all of the MAR member’s emails.

Scholarship: Gregg Hafner noted that MSU-B will send back the $525 that was not used for the scholarship last year.

Website: Z-Creative has been hired to develop the website which should be functioning in about 6 weeks.  Bob will be providing content for the various links including conference information and the list of Board Members.  Janet Van Dyke is compiling a list of  MAR award winners from previous years.  These will be included on the MAR website.  

New Business: Extended employment and the 2006 budget will be on the agenda for our next MAR meeting. Maggie Carlson reminded the group about the Fat Tuesday fundraiser in Helena.

Next Meeting: The next MAR Board meeting will be on January 12th at 11:00 at Wheat Montana. 

Meeting adjourned: 12:30 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Tammy Hogan, MAR Secretary



