MONTANA ASSOCIATION OF REHABILITATION

Board Meeting Minutes

Helena, MT

October 1, 2008
Call to Order:  Maggie at 11:55
Meeting minutes from 07/10/08  -moved, seconded, accepted

Treasurer’s Report:  Bob Snizek gave a presentation in regards to how money is spent and how and why rates/due need increase to keep up the activities that MAR continually does.
Treasurer’s report presented by Brook Hodge

The report was moved, seconded, and accepted.
Zee Creative has agreed to reduce our website fees to $10/month

Membership:  Last year 109 paid members and 90 conference attendees.  Currently there are 38 paid members and 76 conference attendees.
Legislative:  Bob spoke that there is not a lot to report in regards to this at this time.  It has been discussed that MAR support the Medicaid Buy In effort on Capitol Hill.  June Hermanson provided an update in regards to incorporating Disability History and Culture into the Social Studies curriculum in Montana.  A meeting has been held with the OPI and people with disabilities will be meeting with the people involved in the history curriculum and they are currently working on how to present this to the board.
The MAR Board will have to decide on funding a lobbyist after the conference is over to see how much funds are available for hiring a lobbyist as it is unknown if there are funds available to cover this expense at this time.
LOCAL CHAPTER REPORTS:  
Billings: Chuck reports that they continue to meet on a monthly basis and have speakers. Last month there was a speaker in regards to ethics.  They have brought a basket for the silent auction.
 Butte:  Taking a break in Butte.
Great Falls:  Have meetings monthly with approximately 14-16 people and have speakers and have recently taken a tour of Malstrom Airforce base.  They have recently new president is Kate Thompson.  GreatFalls brought two baskets for the silent auction.
Helena:  Helena meets on the third Tuesday of each month.  Lately the focus has been the conference and the baskets.
Kalispell:  Working on arranging the conference and silent auction baskets.  They have been working with Summit IL in hosting a legislative forum.  Currently working on creating forms for clients/consumers to apply for funds.
Missoula:  Connie reports that they meet the third Wednesday of each month.  Currently focusing on legislative issues.  Specifically, Extended Employment and Medicaid Buy In.  They are also working a lot in drawing new members and continuing education.  They brought ‘garden city’ baskets for the silent auction.
Miles City:  Not Present
Old Business:

Awards By Laws:  clearer guidelines and Nomination form
Membership Fees
New Business:

Nominations for 2nd Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, and 2 members at Large
Nominees are:
2nd Vice President:  Martha Ripley with Opportunity Resources in Missoula

Treasurer:  Brook Hodge MVR in Missoula

Secretary:  Chanda Hermanson MVR in Kalispell

2 Member at large positions:  Jim Franklin, Maria Winslow

Next meeting:  Kalispell Red Lion, October 3, 2008 at 8:00
Adjourned:  2:55
