MONTANA ASSOCIATION OF REHABILITATION

Board Meeting Minutes

Kalispell, MT

October 3, 2008
Call to Order:    Call to order at 8:12
Introductions of all members

Present:  Marcy Roberts, Chanda Hermanson, Maggie Carlson, Maria Winslow, Connie Bauer, Brigitte Winfield, June Hermanson, Brook Hodge, Jim Franklin, Shannon Hegge, Kathleen Ryan, Martha Ripley  

Membership:  Membership has increased at the conference; Brook believes there is about 40 paid members after the conference.  She is happy to report that there have not been many issues with people paying the new fee amount.
A discussion took place in regards how to boost membership.  Ideas were discussed such as a membership drive and drawing in from other agencies in communities such as independent living, etc.  This will be discussed more at the January meeting.
Awards:  Martha was given a brief history of the awards and how things have been done in the past to get a feel for how the process works.
Conference:  The conference will be held October 7-9 in Butte the War Bonnet has been explored as an option to house the conference.  
Marcy has created a tote with reusable items from the conference (napkins, plates, tickets, etc) that will begin to get passed to the next Vice President so we do not continue to purchase these items on an annual basis.
Legislative:  On January 20 the SILC will hold a legislative day which involves a lunch with legislators and activities in the rotunda of the Capitol.  

A discussion was held in regards to hiring a lobbyist.  In the past it was discussed that MAR work with the SILC to reduce this cost, however June informed us that they are not hiring a lobbyist at this time due to a cost.  However, each IL center will be sending staff to lobby, these are considered ‘task forces’.  
Website:  Anna has done a spectacular job on keeping the website up.  It was suggested to have move link list in the ‘link page’ such as ADA, MYLF, Low Vision Montana, and Independent Living Centers, etc.  The more content there is on the website the more interest there will be and the more likely that people will utilize the information we provide.  
Martha questions if there could be ‘sponsors’ on the website that when people click on the agency’s links we could raise money to help pay for the website.  Anna will be asked if she could do this on her own because Zee Creative has been asked to ‘host’ the site and are not doing any work on our website.

There is a great interest in MAR-bay and people would like this to continue.  June suggested fundraising ‘bigger ticket’ items to be donated on the website so it will generate more funds and will be worth the time that it takes to set an item up on the website.
New Business:

Membership Drive
Next Meeting:  January 8, 2009 at 11:00 at the Montana Youth Leadership Forum Office (1617 Euclid, Helena MT)
Adjourned:  2:55
